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Mixed emotions about
downtown streetcar line
Posted: 04/17/2012

• By: Lindsay Shively

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - Will a proposed streetcar plan revitalize
downtown or force businesses out? That depends on the
business owners you ask.

Property owners near the proposed streetcar route would face
an additional tax some say they cant support.

The route stretches from Union Station for two miles, mostly
on Main Street to the City Market.

Most of the crowd packed in the Jackson County courtroom
came to speak in support of the streetcar.

But some business owners made it clear their bottom line cant
take the proposal. And some may not even be able to vote on
it.

As it stands right now, the issue would be voted on by
downtown residents. If a business owner - or owner of a
building affected - doesn’t live downtown, they won’t have a
say.

Jeff Kurin is the owner of DermaDoctor. You might recognize
the business’ large sign hanging on the building at 19th &
McGee in the Crossroads.

Kurin said he owns that building and the business, bought before the economic downturn.

His profits have evaporated. If he downsizes, he’ll lose a substantial tax abatement. Now he could face a streetcar
tax that he doesn’t even get to vote on.

“It is one thing to have a one bedroom condo and it is another thing to have a 22,000 square-foot building and
business,” Kurin said. “Who is going to pay for that? I am being asked to pay for it. I can’t vote.”

“I understand that I sympathize with that,” said David Johnson, a residential property owner downtown. “Every
property owner would take a hit.. .this is a part of the renaissance downtown needs.”

But there are also commercial property owners who support the plan - including one man who owns seven buildings
and a business downtown.

If lawyers convince a judge that this proposal is legal on Wednesday, voters may be able to decide the issue as
early as this summer.
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