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Vote On Special Streetcar District Could Come
In June
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. -- Kansas City leaders who support the
idea of a short downtown streetcar line will face the test of
finding the money to pay for it and getting the support of
voters.

Despite decades of talking about adding new mass transit
options in the Kansas City area, bus service is still the only one available. Metro buses have seen

ridership jump 15 percent this year as gasoline prices rise.

The idea of developing a streetcar line, using cars similar to the ones used in Portland, Ore., gets a

warm welcome from some people.

“I think it would be nice,” said Kansas Citian Kenny Smith. “Sort of like San Francisco. (It would be)

nice to have.”

The Kansas City plan is estimated to cost $100 million and would only run between the River Market

area and Union Station.

Edward Hunter said be doesn’t think the project is worth the money right now.

“We spend money on a lot of things. Right now, we have to work on taking care of the people,”

Hunter said. “Maybe we ought to hold off on a streetcar line for a while.”

This week, supporters of the idea brought experts to City Hall to talk about how the streetcar would

work. One of those experts said people are moving toward living in walkable city districts.

Getting any federal money for any kind of mass transit is tougher than ever. Developer Chris

Leinberger said if Kansas City gets a line, it will probably have to foot the entire bill.

“You are probably going to have to pony up the money locally if you want this and want to make it

happen,” Leinberger said.

In June, there may be a mail-in vote to create a streetcar district. If created, voters who live in that

area would have to decide whether to pay a special tax to fund the system.
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